Personal Thoughts

Echo From The Pulpit...

Abundant Living

3 This past month | shared with the congregation 3 sermons on my focusfor PP
& 3 in the new millennium. Last Sunday, | summarized these 3 foci in the lead
article of the PP church bulletin (formerly called " the Vineyard" , and renamed " FOCUS" since
last month).

Torecap, Focus#1 - as PP isunited in one body, that we grow to become a congr egation of
tentmakers

Each member making at least onetrip in hislifetime
Several members making regular visits over and over again and

Every member cultivating the tentmaker mindset - therealisation that we are on thisearth to serve
the Lord and our secular job keep usaliveto serve Him.

What a tremendous impact we will make not only to our family and community, but to all the
world over.

Focus#2 - aswerelate one with another, that we learn to magnify Christ asLord in Spirit-filled
wor ship. Thismeansthat each member will livethe spirit-filled life daily and on the Lord’sday we
all cometogether to worship God in spirit and in truth. Theresult of such afocusislikethe NT
church, wewill be praising God and having favour with all people.

After delivering this sermon, a wonderful sister came up to me and confessed that although she has
been a Christian for many years, she cannot remember when she had last wor shipped God in the
Spirit on the Lord’sday. Somehow | suspect that it won’t be long before she will be experiencing
thison aregular basis.

Focus#3 - in our personal lives, that we all will experience joy unspeakable, full of glory. Thiscan
only take place if

1. Wewill restorethejoy of our salvation
2. Seek the thingsthat angelsin heaven will r e oice about and
3. Look forward to entering into thejoy of our reward.

Let usfocuson what | Peter 1:8 describes - akind of joy that is unspeakable and full of glory.
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Jésus said in John 10:10 that He cameto give uslife mor e abundantly.

| put it to you that one of the keysto thisabundant lifeisjoy. In fact themorel think about it, if
there was oneword to describe Christianity, that word would be " joy" .

Each time| have opportunity to share Christ on a one-to-one basis, | havetried my best to
communicate the joyful nature of Christianity. Put thisin your faith and you will perserveretothe
end.

Thereason why | am a Christian isjoy. Thereason in why | am inthe ministry isjoy. In | Peter
1:8, the apostle writes of joy that is both unspeakable and full of glory. | lovethisdescription. It’s
unspeakable because wordsfail to describeit asit istoo marvellous for words. It isfull of glory
because thereisnothing but goodnessin it - so apt, so right, so fitting... so full of glory.

Thiskind of joy islike the peace that Jesus gives usin John 14:27. In like manner, thisjoy cannot
be taken from us.

Our house could be repossessed, we may be retrenched, our family relationships on the rocks and
we may beinflicted with all kinds of ill health. Still thisjoy abides. The fact that God isalive, that
Jesusdied for me and that in another twinkling of the eye, we will be home with God forever isa
sour ce of unshakable joy.

Joy isnot like the fleeting happiness of the world. For example when we pass an examination, we
will be happy. Then when we cannot find a job, we become sad. When we find a companion, we are
happy again, but when things don't work, we are sad once more. Like a ping pong, the joy of this
world hasa short fuse and is so fragile.

In the epistle of | John, the apostle starts by saying that heiswriting to us so that our joy may be
full. The point is, God wants usto have a good time. When He sees uslooking for joy in all the
wrong places, He reaches out to uswith Hisword and communicates Hisjoy to us so that we can
not only find joy but that our joy may befull. Therest of thisarticle will help uslearn how to
obtain thisjoy.

1. Joy of Salvation

Indeed there arefew things asjoyful as salvation. Ephesians 2:1-4 relates a sad and pitiful
description of the human race: sins of disobedience, living in thelust of our flesh, succumbered to
the desires of our mind, by nature children of wrath and dead in sin and trespass.

In the next few ver ses, we see that in saving us, God hastaken usfrom thedirt and mire, washed us
clean and raised us up with exceeding riches, and placed usin the heavenly places! We need to go
back to the beginning - the day we cameto Jesus, to restorethisjoy.

It'slike being middle of ocean, and like the Titanic, our ship issinking with no help in sight - in the
middle of the night admist freezing waters. Then an aircraft carrier appears - what a great and
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complete salvation! Warm blankets, hot Milo and peace of mind. Yet no sooner are we saved, back
on dry and cozy surroundings, we forget our peril and wondrous salvation.

No wonder David cried out in Psalm 51:12 to restore to him the joy of salvation.

| love the way prophetsrelated to God. In my mind, they were special commandos, His elite task
force. Those prophets wer e tough and uncompromising men, uncut diamonds but always obedient
to God whatever the'mission impossible’ may be.

| would like to get into their mindset, pick their brains and transplant that psyche into my heart.
Consider for instance, what | saiah wrotein Isaiah 12:2-3, " Behold, God is my salvation; | will
trust, and will not be afraid; for Jehovah, even Jehovah, is my strength and song; and Heis
become my salvation. 3 Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation. "

What a fantastic spirit! | would to God that all of uswould find thiskind of joy in His service as
| saiah did.

We need to begin by under standing this knowledge - that thereisno greater joy than thejoy of
salvation. Everything is here, where God isand nothing out there, where God is not.

What do we wish for our children? Iswhat we are slaving over worth sacrificing everything for?

As parents, naturally we are distressed and broken hearted when our children fail in their
examinations, do not succeed in work, experience unhappy marriages and areinvolved in bad
habits or company. But morethan anything else, if our children are not in thefaith; that is
absolutely the only thing that really matters because thereisno reason for joy anymore asit means
no mor e hopefor eternity.

" Greater joy have | nonethan this, to hear of my children walking in the truth." Theapostle John
expressed this sentiment morethan oncein his epistles. One placethat he said it isin 3 John 4.

Rgoicing with Angels

The Bibleteachesthat whereyour treasureis, thereyour heart will bealso. | put it to you that
nothing ismore important and preciousthan souls. It isin fact the only thing we can take with us
to heaven. If we arelike Jesus, giving our livesaransom for many, we will seek and save those who
arelost and rejoice with angelsin heaven over each soul that repents (Luke 15:10).

In fact Hebrews 2: 10 refersto this outreach in thisway, " For it became Him, for whom are all
things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the author of
their salvation perfect through sufferings.”

| lovethe phrase" bringing many sonsto glory" and thisiswhat we do when we hold every life
precious, every person worthy of respect, and every soul, a son to glory.
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| think of people like Adrian who brought Li Chhoan to church and how hein turn is not only
living the Christian faith but reaching out to others.

Then | think of Belinda - in reaching out to M elissa, she brought KC and Ireneto Christ and now
K C isbusy with making repeated tentmaker’strips.

| know that thereisno greater joy in the hearts of Adrian and Belinda than that of bringing many
sonsto glory.

Takeit from me- nothing beatsthejoy of rgoicing with angels. It isnot easy reaching out. We will
beregected just as Christ wasregjected but we find comfort in | Peter 4:13 in which the Bible says,
"Insomuch asye are partakers of Christ's sufferings, rgoice; that at the revelation of Hisglory
also ye may re oice with exceeding joy." " Re oice with exceeding joy," wow - that’swhat | want
and that’swhat | want for each of you.

Joy that isbefore Us

Of all thejoysunspeakable - joy of our salvation, joy of saving others, the greatest and most
completejoy isthejoy that isbefore us.

We are motivated by many things. A lot of people are moved by fear. The Hebrew writer pointsus
to a mor e excellent way, a way of joy.

Moreover, joy isalso the motivation of our Lord Jesus Christ (Hebrews 12:2). It wasjoy that kept
Jesus going, and it wasjoy that enabled Him to endurethe cross.

L ooking back on my 35 year s of full-time ministry, it wasjoy that kept me going, especially when
the going was tough and when there was the urgeto give up.

And | know for surethat it isthissamejoy that our leaders give of their time and effort to serve
the body of Christ, and thissamejoy that brings us all back week after week at wor ship.

In Hebrew 11:26 we take alook into Moses mindset. Again, we see the sense of joy, onein which
M oses when he finished his calculations, concluded that the reproaches of Christ that herecelved,
outweighed the treasures of Egypt.

How did hearrive at this conclusion? How can M oses count that the reproaches of Christ as
greater richesthan thetreasuresof Egypt? It doesn’t make sense - give meriches any time and
take all thesereproaches away!

What tilt the scale the other way? Thelast part of theverse- Hebrews 11:26 " ... for helooked unto
the joy of the recompense of reward."

Today Egypt isan insignificant 3rd world nation but Mosesreturned with Elijah at Jesus
transfiguration. What a change of fortunes!
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In Hebrews 10:35 we are urged " cast not away ther efore your boldness, which hath great
recompense of reward." In other wordsdon’t give up; not on your self, not on God and not on one
another because we are on the winning side - the joy of our reward iswaiting for us.

May we, in our focusfor our personal lives experiencejoy unspeakable, full of glory. If our focusis
right in our personal life, one with another or asa church, theresult isalways good.

Focusis so important. Without thiswe drift, missall the blessings and accumulate much sorrow.
The Bibletelsusthat some people eager for money have wander ed from the faith and others have
pierced themselves with many grief (I Timothy 6:10).

Whereisyour focustoday? What do you desirefor your children and for one another ? What isthe
focusfor PP in thisnew millenium? Let'sstart with thethree areas| shared with the church over 3
ser mons this month.

1. United in One Body: PP to become a congregation of Tentmakers.
2.0newith Another: Welearn to magnify Christ asLord in Spirit-filled wor ship.
3. In our Personal Lives. We experience Joy unspeakable, full of Glory.

These are my personal recommendations designed as a starting point. Each one of us will
champion onethat is uniquely and passionately our own. Together, we will explore common areas
to uplift and affirm one another.

With theright focus, we can say with Paul in Philippians 3:14, " | press on toward the goal unto the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."
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