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Lesson 1: God—Our Father in Heaven HE /e

The Nature of God:

1. God is Omnipotent: L AT 2 R
a. "I am God Almighty” (Genesis 17:1).
b. "“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”
(Genesis 1:1).
c. God saved Daniel from the mouth of the lion and other similar o X o
miracles (Daniel 6). 2. fHROMMTIR?  CAATURASBIE0 2 )
d. God resurrected Jesus (Matthew 28).

2. God is Omnipresent:
a. No matter where we are, God is always there (Psalm 139:7-

10).
b. Godi th tai d al th lain (1 Ki 20:1-
Soy, © on the mountain and also on the piain (1 Kings 3. 1T LL LIRS B F LA (GR2s) AL T
3. God is Omniscient: AfELHIA.

a. God knows our hearts because He created us (John 2:25).

b. God knows our thoughts [minds] and words (Psalm 139:1-4).

c. God knows the future—even before the creation of the world
(Isaiah 46:10).

4. God is the "I Am;" He is Self-existent and Eternal: R bl P A2 B R Y A9
a. \\I Am WhO I Am" (EXOdUS 3.14) 4. /D\Xj‘}qﬂaﬁ/fl:l/b\’ :[ll:[,fﬁj/'ﬂ; WID\E/J/EE{E“

b. “The God who made the world and everything in it, He who is
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by
human hands, nor is He served by human hands, as though He
needed anything, since He himself gives to all mortals life and
breath and all things” (Acts 17:24-25).

5. God is Spirit:
a. “God is spirit” (John 4:24).
b. People cannot see God (Romans 1:20).

6. God is Immutable:
a. You are the same (Psalm 102:25-27).
b. The Lord is not slow about His promises (2 Peter 3:9).

Characteristics of God:

1. God is Holy and Pure:
a. “Who is like you, majestic in holiness?” (Exodus 15:11).
b. “You shall be holy, for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:15-16).
c. God punished Moses when he did not obey Him (Numbers
20:2-13).

2. God is Faithful:
a. “For He who has promised is faithful” (Hebrews 10:23).
b. “Not one of all the good promises that the Lord had made to
the house of Israel had failed, all came to pass” (Joshua 21:
43-45).



Questions / Discussion

1. What is faith?

2. Where does faith come from? (How does a person obtain faith?)

3. Besides the examples discussed above, give some other Bible
examples of faith or lack of faith.

4. How does your faith in God affect your life?
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FETEHTANRER :

a.  “HAEREMM” (B 17:1).

b, “EYIMENE R (B 1:1).

c. FREAEELIEE, ARzl (H 6 #).
d. AR ERER MGG O 28 #).

- AR TC AN

a. LIwBHAEMAL, e ERE (0 ®F 139:7-10)

b, MEL B (L 20:1-30).

FE T AN SN :

a. NFEMFTRNEER, BrehsiE Nty (4 2:25).

b, MEIE AN RS SE F 139:1-4).

c. fERYIAHATLLAIE ARG (3§ 46:10).

e HA KA

a. Pt “HREBAEXKERN” (H 3:14).

b, “OlEFE LT TR, B RHL T, AME N TR
ERE, WAHANTRE, WG HA, BB,
RES I, BT N” (BE 17:24-25).

FAEAN R

a. “PREANR” (4 4:24).

b. NHRWIEEA WM (B 1:20).

PR KA AR <

a.  “MEAIRKANLA” (FF 102:25-27).

b, “EFNFRIMASE” WS 3:9).

P -

1.

2.

PUE XM, AN

a. “HYEREMBIREXEZ? 7 (M 15:11).

b, “ORMTEEER A BAEEWER” (AT 1:15-16).

c. PEVUAREMOG LR, fikbiifh (I 20:2-13).

PR ST :

a.  “INVFIRAIHRZAESEM” Gk 10:23).

b, A “ VGRS LS K ITE, A WBA RS, ANV
T7 (4 21:43-45).



c. “No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone.

God is faithful, and He will not let you be tested beyond your
strength, but with the testing He will also provide the way out
so that you may be able to endure it” (1 Corinthians 10:13).

d. God is faithful and will forgive Christians their sin (1 John 1:9).

3. God is Love:

a. “Godis love...” (1 John 4:8).

b. God loves us and sent Jesus to die for us (Romans 5:6-8).

c. “Not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance”
(2 Peter 3:9).

4. God is Merciful:

a. O Lord, You are a God merciful and gracious” (Psalm 86:15).
b. God is full of mercy (Ephesians 2:4-5).

Discussion Questions

1. In your opinion, what is the greatest characteristic of God

discussed in this lesson? Why?

. In your opinion, what is the most wonderful aspect of God’s nature
discussed in this lesson? Why?

. Other than in the Bible, where else can we find information
regarding the characteristics and nature of God?

. Other than the God of the Bible, are there any other gods that
possess such a nature and characteristics?

. If your friend does not believe that the true God of heaven loves
him, what might you tell him to convince him of this fact?

. Please complete the following sentences to indicate how the true
God of heaven influences your life and conduct:
God is Omnipotent, soI. ..

God is Omnipresent, soI. ..

God is Omniscient, soI. ..

God is Spirit,so I . ..

God is Immutable, soI. ..

God is Holy and Pure, soI...

God is Faithful, soI...

God is Love,so 1. ..

God is Merciful, soI. ..

PPNV AWNKR
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3. F¥, WABZAE0, UETHYE T, RYETEER
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King Saul: God ordered him to utterly destroy the city of the
Amalekites (1 Samuel 15:1-3). Because of his lack of faith, he
disobeyed God and spared Agag. He also spared the best of the
sheep and cattle so that he could offer a sacrifice to the Lord
(1 Samuel 15:4-21). Saul disobeyed God and God removed his
position (1 Samuel 15:22-31). Disobedience to God always is an
expression of lack of faith, as is a heart that does not fully obey
him. Do you always obey God with all your heart?

A Christian in the book of James: (James 2:14-26) I assume this is
a Christian but he lacks the actions that a Christian should exhibit.
Consequently, James says his faith is dead. What difference is
there between him and the demons? How active is our faith?

Abraham: The Bible often exhibits Abraham as an example of faith
(Romans 4; Galatians 3; Hebrews 11:8-12, 17-19; James 2:21-
24). Abraham believed God and God credited it to him as right-
eousness (Genesis 15:6). Here, faith includes reliance, obedience
and loyalty. How much do you look like Abraham?

Peter: We see the Peter’s faith progress (Matthew 4:18-22), grow
(Matthew 10:16), waiver (Matthew 26:69-75) and become strong
again (Acts 2). Peter’s words in Acts 4:20 should be the motto of
all Christians, “For we cannot keep from speaking about what we
have seen and heard.” This sentence shows deep reliance and
unwavering faith. (Peter’s faith waivered again; see Galatians
2:11-14.)

Jesus: Jesus’ faith was complete. He always put himself totally into
the hands of God. He was our model when he (1) left heaven
(Philippians 2:6-8) and (2) faced death (Matthew 26:39-42). At
the end of life, Jesus prayed, "My Father, but what you want.”
Again Jesus prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it,
your will be done.” Can we say, “May your will be done”?
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Lesson 2: Jesus Christ: The Word Became Flesh 10. FHIEZESCRT I, AKCAE 2 HSBR A5 R0 15 /0 A& MR W A 2 Bl s

The Pre_existence of Jesus: «%2:7&» ﬁlﬁﬂéﬁ/‘]; Rﬁ?qﬂ Egiﬁjﬂﬂw\}ﬁi/ffk’/{%*ﬁag{gju\c
1. Like God, Jesus has always existed. There is not a moment that He C. BOMEE
has not existed. ” N
a. John 1:1-3, 14 1. fE (X2) BRUAM N2 M EENF 2 —e “87
b. John 8:58 5 NS REEERHE “Fo” .

c. Genesis 1:26 (from this I understand that “us” includes Jesus). 9. NEEEZLA MG (FAIIT 11:6)
. JE 5L . °

2. Jesus took part in the creation.

. John 13 3. MBS OSHI0BARIRON (EGEAT 6 16:31 MIRCK TS
b. Colossians 1:15-17 2:16) .
. G is 1:26 SN N
© meness 4. NEBIIREA SN (BT 2:4),
The Life of Jesus: e . . o " N
o 5. MEARMFIMEITE A 52% GRS 2:12) .
1. Born of a virgin named Mary (Matthew 1:18-25).
a. “Jesus” means “Savior” (Matthew 1:21). 6. NAHAE# I N VF A B AE I 260 A I AESE CInpK 15

b. “Emmanuel” means “God is with us” (Matthew 1:23).

2:20; LLIBITT5 6:16)

2. The only son of God (John 3:16; 4:25-26). 7. [S0aK, B TR0, HE0f Ktk

Explanation: “Messiah” means “God anointed.” That means He is
chosen to be the king by God. God makes Him the King (Acts 10:
38).

. Jesus ministers to the world (Matthew 4:23-25).

a. Jesus healed the sick.

b. Jesus performed miracles.

Explanation: There are at least three purposes for the miracles of

Jesus:
1. Prove to the world that He is the son of God
2. Tell people to have faith in Him and bring them to heaven
3. Help others

c. Jesus preached the truth of God.

. Jesus did not sin (Matthew 27:15-26; Luke 23:13-16; 1 Peter 2:22;
Hebrews 4:15).

The Death and Resurrection of Jesus:

1. When Jesus was crucified on the cross, it was the death of the

faithful for the unfaithful—the sinless one for sinners—the

punishment of the righteous for the unrighteous.

a. Jesus took our place. We should die for our sin—not Him
(Romans 5:6-8; 1 Peter 2:24).

b. Jesus redeemed us and His death saves us (Matthew 20:28).

c. We can be forgiven through Jesus’ death (Matthew 26:28;
Romans 5:10; Acts 4:12).

(MY Jelm s 45 1:3; 3515 1:5-10)

BEAEL (BxXED)
L. MRS A AT SRS E AT (WS e 5 15
2:14) .
2. PR EIEA E I ER ST 1:18; ff3ar 1:22-
23) .
fFORBIF: 53
BEVL: L. WEBWMAE M RAE AL, HEENT (ERTD
2:19) o EIOAE O] S A AT iR Ll 2
FEVG: PEVGIRE S, TR LE R R, S MG
52T (AR 11:23-27) o ARIREEVRIRAE, REE
7y i
FEVY . BEVG AN, PETS T AW, R ER T A A
fE0 (RED 20:2-13; HIdric 32:48-52) . M IS Ot vy 2k 55
o A 7 1A% kA3 e 2
A5 S IFA RS R e ALl . A BARMG M, EEA
T Em. TR, ZAFEABRREIR AR, DAk ik AT .
(ZHEAZET) ARG R Pkt 2
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10. From these Scriptures we know that saving faith comes from
hearing the gospel or reading the Bible. Only the word of God
produces saving faith.

The Importance of Faith

1. An important word in the Bible describing God’s relationship
toward man is “love”; the most important description of man’s
relationship toward God is “faith.”

2. A person believes in God through faith (Hebrews 11:6).

3. One receives God’s grace and salvation through faith (Acts
16:31; Galatians 2:16).

4. Faith in God’s grace produces repentance (Romans 2:4).

5. A person is baptized because of faith in God and his word
(Colossians 2:12).

6. Faith in God’s promises causes Christians to live holy and
righteous lives (Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 6:16).

7. Faith can grow; a Christian has responsibility to develop his
faith so it will grow (2 Thessalonians 1:3; 2 Peter 1:5-10).

. The Gospel and Faith (See Scriptures above)

1. God calls people through the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:14).

2. God uses the gospel to give birth to Christians (James 1:18;
1 Peter 1:22-23).

Examples of Faith: Good and Bad

Demons: “even the demons believe—and shudder” (James 2:19).
How does your faith compare to the demons?

Moses: because of faith, he would rather share ill-treatment with
the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin
(Hebrews 11:23-27). If you had been Moses, reared in Pharaoh’s
palace, what would you have done?

Moses: in front of the rock, he destroys his faith in God by
disobeying the Lord (Numbers 20:2-13; Deuteronomy 32:48-52).
Has your faith ever been weak so that you fell?

Jonah: God tells him to go to Nineveh. Even though Jonah believed
in God, the fear of God exceeds the love for God. So Jonah tries to
run away from God and escape this mission (see the whole book of
Jonah). Have you ever tried to run away from God?
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2.

The tomb could not hold Him: He was resurrected (Matthew 26:28;
Romans 5:10; Acts 4:12).

The Second Coming of Jesus

1.

2.

3.

Now Jesus is at the right hand of God (Acts 7:55-56; Romans
8:34).

Jesus is preparing a permanent place for Christians to live—heaven
(John 14:1-3).

Jesus is going to come again to take people who obey Him to
enjoy the happiness of heaven (John 14:3; Acts 1:11; 2 Thess-
alonians 1:7-10; Mark 16:16). People who do not obey Him will be
condemned (John 3:36; Mark 16:16).

Discussion Questions

1.
2.

3.

[0e]

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

What does the “pre-existence of Jesus” mean?

What does it mean that “Jesus is eternal?” What difference does it
make to us?

Why do Christians stress that “the Word became flesh?” What diff-
erence does this make in our daily lives?

. The Bible insists that Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary. What

would be the effect upon Christianity if Mary had not been a virgin?

. If a friend were to scoff at your faith and say that it is impossible

for Jesus to have been born of a virgin, how would you answer him?

. The Bible refers to Jesus by several names. Explain the meaning

of these names for Jesus: Jesus, Christ, Immanuel, Messiah, the
Word (made flesh), Lord.

. Why did Jesus come to earth?
. What is the meaning of “kingdom of heaven?”
. What does the kingdom of heaven have to do with us? Upon

becoming a Christian, would you change your way of living if there
were no kingdom of heaven?
Why did Jesus perform miracles?
How would you convince a friend who was to state that he did not
believe that Jesus performed miracles?
Can a person become a Christian if he does not believe that Jesus
performed miracles?
Why was Jesus crucified?
Prove that Jesus was raised from the dead.
Is it important to Christianity whether the resurrection of Jesus
actually took place or not? Someone said, “The resurrection of
Jesus is the basis of Christianity.” Do you agree or disagree? Why?
Can a person become a Christian if he does not believe that Jesus
was resurrected?
Why will Jesus come again?
What significance does the return of Jesus have for our everyday
lives?
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Lesson 5: The Biblical Concept of Faith

A. What is faith?

1.

2.

Hebrews 11:1
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction
of things not seen. [NRSV]

To have faith is to be sure of the things we hope for, to be
certain of the things we cannot see. [TCV / TEV]

Faith means being sure of the things we hope for. And faith
means knowing that something is real even if we don't see it.
[Easy-to-Read Chinese-English Parallel]

For we walk by faith not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7).

B. How do we get faith?

1.

So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard through
the word of Christ (Romans 10:17).

But these are written so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name (John 20:31).

It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by
God.” Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father
comes to me (John 6:45).

I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those
who will believe in me through their word (John 17:20).

God called you to this through the Good News we preached to
you; he called you to possess your share of the glory of our
Lord Jesus Christ (2 Thessalonians 2:14, TCV / TEV).

In fulfilment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word
of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his
creatures (James 1:18).

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to
the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one
another deeply from the heart. You have been born anew, not
of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and
enduring word of God (1 Peter 1:22-23).

For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom. God decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe (1 Corinthians 1:21).

Crispus, the official of the synagogue, became a believer in the
Lord, together with all his household; and many of the Cor-
inthians who heard Paul became believers and were baptized
(Acts 18:8).
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Lesson 3: Holy Spirit

. The Holy Spirit is eternal. He existed at the time of creation and
took part in it. “..the Spirit of God swept over the face of the
waters” (Genesis 1:2).

. The Holy Spirit is the third person of God. So we say God is three
persons or trinity (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14).

. The Holy Spirit has different names in the Bible. For example:

Holy Spirit 88 times in the New Testament
Wind/Spirit of God Genesis 1:2; Matthew 3:16; Romans 8:9
Spirit of Christ Romans 8:9; 1 Peter 1:11

Advocate John 14:26

Spirit of Truth John 16:13

. Some works of the Holy Spirit:

a. The Holy Spirit inspired the authors of the Bible (2 Peter 1:20-
21; Matthew 22:43-44; Psalm 110:1; 2 Timothy 3:16).

b. The Holy Spirit inspired the authors and prophets in the Old
Testament and the teaching of the apostles in the New
Testament (2 Samuel 23:2; Matthew 10:19-20; Acts 2:4).

c. The Holy Spirit reminded the apostles of God’s will and Jesus’
teaching and helped them understand (John 14:26; 16:13).
The apostles taught the words of God to disciples (Matthew
28:20). The New Testament contains the complete will of God
(2 Timothy 2:2; 3:15-17; Jude 3).

d. Special gifts from the Holy Spirit available in the first century
(1 Corinthians 12-14). These special gifts ceased following the
death of the apostles (Acts 18:14-17) (a non-apostle could not
impart gifts). See 1 Corinthians 13:8-10. Is there any conflict
between Acts 2:38-39 and Acts 8:16? (Please explain fully.)

. Some works of the Holy Spirit today:

a. We baptize in the name of the Holy Spirit (and in the name of
the Father and Son) (Matthew 28:18-20).

b. When people read the Bible—the book inspired by the Holy
Spirit—the Holy Spirit works in their hearts and helps them to
believe the Bible and Jesus. Only the Word of God can
motivate a person to believe the Way of salvation and
teachings related thereto (Romans 10:17).

c. When one becomes a Christian, God sends the Holy Spirit to
live in his heart—body (John 7:39; Acts 2:38; 5:32; Romans
5:5; 8:9; Ephesians 1:13-14; 1 Corinthians 6:19).

d. Blessings we enjoy when the Holy Spirit is with us:

1. Testifies that we are children of God (Romans 8:16).
2. Intercedes for us (Romans 8:6).
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Chinese Bible Commission, Lockman Foundation).
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2> ( Living Bibles International).
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Translation Center).
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poison with him (to commit suicide in case he was caught).
Morrison published his first Chinese version of the New Testament
(Acts) in 1810. At that time, the publisher made a fake cover for
the book before its arrival at the bookstore. In 1814, they
published the whole New Testament.

4. By the beginning of the 20" century, parts of the Bible had been
translated into more than 40 different Chinese dialects. Later in
1919, the Chinese Union Version was published. This is the one
that we have today. In 1951 it was revised. In 1988 the CUNP
(Chinese Union Version with new punctuation) was issued by the
United Bible Societies.

. Some other versions:
a. 1976: The New Testament: New Chinese Version. New Chinese
Bible Commission, Lockman Foundation.

b. 1975/1979: Today’s Chinese Version. United Bible Societies.
1979: Chinese Living Bible. Living Bible International
d. 1979: Dang Dai Sheng Jing.

e. 1995: The New Testament: Chinese Putonghua Edition. World
Bible Translation Center.

Discussion Questions

. How do 2 Timothy 3:16-17 and Jude 3 instruct us that the Bible
has never been added to or taken away from and there will be no
change in the future?

. Please explain why the Bible is different from other books?

. Moses began to write the Old Testament around 1500 BC. What
was the dynasty in China at that time?

. How many books are there in the New Testament? How many in
the Old Testament?

. How many languages has the Bible (or part of the Bible) been
translated into?
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6.

3. Transforms us into Lord’s likeness (2 Corinthians 3:18).
4. Urges us to leave sin, overcome temptation and not sin
(1 Corinthians 6:15-19).
5. Urges us to live holy lives, to glorify God and benefit
mankind (Galatians 5:16-26).
Other truths about the Holy Spirit:
a. Holy Spirit can be resisted (Acts 7:51).
b. Holy Spirit can be blasphemed (Matthew 12:31-32; Mark 3:26-
30; Luke 12:10).
c. Christian must not grieve the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:30).

Questions/Discussion:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Explain the meaning of Trinity.

Explain the difference in the Holy Spirit (God) and the Holy Father
(God).

. What does “the Counselor” mean?

. What is the meaning of “inspired?” How do modern Chinese

translations translate this word?

. How do you think the Bible was written?

. What did Jesus promise His apostles the Holy Spirit would do for

them?

. Do Christians today have that same promise?

. Many people believe that Christians today have ability to perform

miracles, speak in languages, etc., just like the first century
apostles. What bearing does Acts 8:14-17 have on this question?
Use Acts 2:38-39 to explain Acts 8:16.

. Where does the Holy Spirit live?

What fruit does the Holy Spirit want to produce? Can people use
there senses and perceive this fruit in your life?

Does the Holy Spirit move in your personal life and urge you to
overcome temptation? Can you prove this fact apart from your
senses?

How does a person resist, obstruct or blaspheme the Holy Spirit?

How does a Christian grieve the Holy Spirit?
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Basic Facts about the Bible 3. BWIIRANBER EHIEE KE 3:18).

1. Thed?:;ble was V\r/]ritten gver a periog ofkabouthlSOICéI years by abou; 4. ShIRATE IR, MR, AJLaE (MKHT 6:15-19).
40 different authors. There are 39 books in the Old Testament an s SE o il M 2l 2% el
27 books in the New Testament. The facts of creation existed 0 @ﬁmﬁim HOAES, et A (i 5:16-26).
before the birth of Moses. The prophecies of some New Testament 6. HAhA R E R LR
authors have not been fulfilled. From these two facts we can see a. MISHIMERITAE (BE 7:51).
that the Bible covers several thousand years of history. That is the M Ak Py S .a1_90. .or_an. .
period from the beginning of creation until Jesus’ second coming b. /\1[]?%%/5&%5{ (K 12"31 32; W 3:26-30; B 12:10).
and the destruction of this world. c. FEBAEAEMARE R (I 4:30).

2. The Bible was written in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek. Most of the B/ itk
Old Testament was written in Hebrew with a few sections of
Aramaic. The New Testament was written in Greek with a few 1. “Z=Ai—K7 etz me

phrases in Aramaic. Both the Hebrew and Greek languages have
letters just like English. There were no spaces between words in

. . . L . L iF X ; £ “CXXAP” (4 H [
sentences in ancient times. It is like old Chinese writings where 2. BEWIER (Fi) A “22807 (1) AT 25K %K.
you write to the end. So John 1:1-2 looks like: evapynmvoloyookot
0LOYOONVIPOGTOVOEOVKOLOEOGTVOLOYOGOVTOGTVEVOPYN TPOGTOVOEOV 3. “RHEIN” B4z E?

If in English, it would look like: inthebeginningwasthewordandthe
wordwaswithgodandthewordwasgodhewaswithgodinthebeginning. A &P — JIN VR S Sy B 6 N
(Many years later, people who copied the Bible separated it into 44 “HORY PN PIEEAEARRE “HOR” MR

chapters and verses.)

5. BN (&) REARGHN?

3. The draft of the Old Testament was probably written on leather.
Jeremiah 36:23 points out scrolls at that time were made from

animal skins. We are certain that the New Testament draft was 6. BRI VFAEAEE R B A AhAT e A4 2

written on paper (but very thick). People in ancient times made it

into a scroll for the convenience of carrying it. For example, the A B AR 4 EL AR G 75 [ERE P T V2

scroll would need to be 32 feet in length to hold the book of Luke. 7. A H R BRE A 1 B SR IR AT [T R R 72
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Chinese in 635 AD. It says that the Emperor of the Tang dynasty 474 2:38-39 fREALAES 1k 8: 14,

(627-650) read the scripture to find out value and truth, and gave

special orders to spread it. Obliviously, Jing Jiao did not convert 9. X R JEAFEMFH?

many people. So their activities are overlooked in history. This
translation has been lost.

10. EREGAF AR T2 N E BEA RS N AFIE?

2. Missionaries of the Roman Catholic church also came to China but

their work also disappeared—Ilike the religion of Jing Jiao—as I A ; = A 4 e 4 NN,
Mongolia declined and fell in 1368. In the 16" century Catholic L AERA NS L, ety T, HLls? AH
missionaries came back, but their activities were restricted by the RE, BEARERSUE g ?
government in 1717.

3. Generally speaking, the first Chinese version of the New 12. —MNNEARE, $ERHB IR ?
Testament in modern times was translated by Robert Morrison. He
arrived in Guang Dong on September 7, 1807 (Sunday). At that 13, BB AE S AREE1E S R 2

time it was against Chinese law to teach European people the
Chinese language. So his Chinese teacher always took a bottle of
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Lesson 4: Bible—Words of God

Bible Declares:

1. 2 Timothy 3:15-17:
a. “the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus” (15)
b. “all scripture is inspired by God” (16) (1 Thessalonians 2:13;
2 Peter 1:20-21)
c. ‘“is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness” (16)
d. “that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient” (17).
This means:
1. The Bible is sufficient.
2. There will be no more inspiration from God (Jude 3; 1 Cor-
inthians 12-14).
3. The Bible includes all the will of God that we need to know
(John 14:26; 16:13; Matthew 28:18-20; 2 Timothy 2:2).
4. God did not reveal to us everything about Himself
(Deuteronomy 29:29; Isaiah 55:8-9).
e. The Bible teaches us to do good (17) (Ephesians 2:8-10;
Colossians 3:1-25; Romans 6:12-23; Galatians 5:13-26;
1 Peter 1:13-22; Hebrews 4:12-13).

2. As we continue to read the verses after 2 Timothy 3:15-17, we
under-stand that the Bible is a special book. If the Bible does not
declare it is the word of God, we can abandon it like any other
book. But because the Bible declares that it is the word of God, we
must accept and believe it. Otherwise it may be accused of lying.

What can the Bible do for non-Christians?

1. The Bible provides a brief history of the human race since the
beginning of time (Genesis).

2. The Bible tells the plan of salvation—God sending His Son Jesus to
die for our sin, so that we can be saved (Ephesians 1:13-14).

3. The Bible teaches us how to become children of God and how to
live a full, happy, and faithful Christian life.

What can the Bible do for Christians?

1. The Bible is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path (Psalm
119:105).

2. The Bible teaches us how to continue the godly walk and how to
live in God’s family.

3. The Bible produces steadfastness and encouragement and hope
(Romans 15:4).

4. The Bible tells us to rejoice in the Lord always (Philippians 4:4).

5. The Bible is full of wisdom and it never will be outdated. The more
you search the more you find its profound truths.
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